[The need for a review of the procedure for the preventive vaccination of researchers working with Rickettsia prowazekii].
The analysis of the results of prolonged observations on the prophylactic immunization of employees working with R. prowazekii is presented. The necessity of the differentiated approach to the determination of the immunization schedule and the choice of vaccine is shown. The presence of specific antibodies (Ab) and the level of their titers have been found to be related to the degree of anti-infectious protection. The following characteristics indicate the presence of profound immunological transformation in vaccinees: complement-fixing Ab in titers 1:10 and more and/or immunofluorescent Ab in titers not below 1:180, Ab to protein in the hemagglutination test in titers not below 1:1000. These specific Ab and the level of their titers can be registered after the second injection of live combined typhus vaccine E and the third injection of chemical typhus vaccine. Cases of laboratory infection and their relationship to the character of immunization and the intensity of contacts with R. prowazekii virulent strains are discussed. Attention is drawn to the strict observance of professional safety rules.